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ATTORNEY GENERAL June 4,199s 

Mr. Laurence E. Boyd 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 269 
Angleton, Texas 77516-0269 

OR98-1385 

Dear Mr. Boyd: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 116088. 

The City of Manvel (the “city), which you represent, received a request for seven 
categories of information. Although you have released some of the requested information, 
you claim that the remaining information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.103, 
552.107, 552.108, and 552.117 of the Government Code. We have considered the 
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Initially, you seek to withhold a letter from the city attorney under section 552.107. 
Section 552.107(l) excepts information that an attorney cannot disclose because of a duty 
to his client. In Gpen Records Decision No. 574 (1990), this office concluded that section 
552.107 excepts from public disclosure only “privileged information,” that is, information 
that reflects either confidential communications from the client to the attorney or the 
attorney’s legal advice or opinions; it does not apply to all client information held by a 
governmental body’s attorney. Open Records Decision No. 574 (1990) at 5. When 
communications from attorney to client do not reveal the client’s communications to the 
attorney, section 552.107 protects them only to the extent that such communications reveal 
the attorney’s legal opinion or advice. Id at 3. In addition, basically factual 
communications from attorney to client, or between attorneys representing the client, are not 
protected. Id. The document at issue contains the city attorney’s advice and opinion 
regarding a pending lawsuit. Therefore, the city may withhold this letter from public 
disclosure pursuant to section 552.107.’ 

l 
‘You also seek to withhold the letter under section 552.103. Because we are able to make a 

determination under section 552.107, we need not address you 552.103 claim. 
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You also seek to withhold certain documents under section 552,108(a)(2). Section 0 
552.108, the “law enforcement exception,” provides in relevant part as follows: 

(a) [ilnformation held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that 
deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime is 
excepted from the requirements of 552.021 iE (1) release of the 
information would interfere with the detection, investigation or 
prosecution of crime; [or] (2) it is information that deals with the 
detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime only in relation to an 
investigation that did not result in conviction or deferred 
adjudication[.] 

A governmental body claiming section 552.108(a)(2) must demonstrate that the requested 
information relates to a criminal investigation that has concluded in a final result other than 
a conviction or deferred adjudication. You state that the documents relate to a closed 
investigation that did not result in a conviction, deferred adjudication, or even an arrest. We 
conclude that you have shown the applicability of section 552.108(a)(2) to the requested 
information. Therefore, the city may withhold the documents from disclosure. 

Finally, you contend that certain marked information may be protected by section 
552.117. This section excepts from required public disclosure the home addresses, telephone 
numbers, social security numbers, or information revealing whether a public employee has 
family members of public employees who request that this information be kept confidential 
under section 552.024. Therefore, section 552.117 requires you to withhold the home 
telephone number or social security number of a current or former employee or official who 
requested that this information be kept confidential under section 552.024. See Gpen 
Records Decision Nos. 622 (1994), 455 (1987). It appears from the submitted information 
that the employee made the requisite election. Therefore, the city must withhold this 
information from the requestor. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied on as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have any questions regarding this ruling, 
please contact our office. 

V June B. Harden 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

JBH/ch 
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Ref.: ID# 116088 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

CC: Ms. Kim Tilley 
Alvin Sun-Advertiser 
P.O. Box 1407 
Alvin, Texas 77512-1407 
(w/o enclosures) 
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